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“I find it a good sign when a case
is obscure. If a thing is riear as
daylight — ek bien, mistrust it!
Someone has made it s0.””

— Hergule Poirat
(Agatha Christie)
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The P.5 .A. .25 Auto Byr J. B. Wood

Tha ks to Lenn Kristal and Precislion Small Arms, the
FN/Brow 1ing "Baby" is back! In 1ts original versions,
this ne .t little .25 Auto pistol had qulte a history.
Dealgne by Disudonne Saive at the Fabrigue Nationale
in Belg um, 1t was made by FN from 1931 to 1979. Then,
for a s wrt time (until 1983), 1t was made for FN by the
MAB fir . in France.

Aft r the Vamifactbure 4fArmes de Bayonne ended its
operatl ns, the FN people called on a Canadian company,
Preclsl n 8mall Parts, to produce The "Baby" for them.
This wa. mosbly done iIn the U.8., at a PSP subsidiary
in Char' ottesville, Virginia, from 1985 to 1990. They
had U.5 export difficultles, and subsequently sold
part of the oroductlon to Kassnar (KBTI) of Harrisburg,
Pennsyl anla.

Pre* jously, in 1968, a ridiculous U.8. law banned
the imp:rtatlon of all neat and small handguns. In
thls er:, from 1972 to 1984, the Bauer company of Fraser,
Michlga) produeced a stalnless-steel version of the "Baby”
that wa: slightly altered internally to avoid a patent
dust-up with the FN people. When the Bauer firm went
cut-of -t usinuss, the factory that had made it for them
offered it for a while as the ¥Fraser®,

ALl of this brings us to 2008, and the founding of
Procisica Small Arms (P.S.4.) in Aspen, Colorado. They
had a 1lcb of the original parts and tooling from the
PSP comyany, and applied some state-of-the-art mothods -
CNC mack Lning and dimenslonal contpol technology. They
did it yparfectly, and the "Baby" was pe~born. I was bhe
firat wr lter to examine and shont one, In August, 2010.

My saimple 1y the deluxe "Featherweight™ version. Ik
has a frune cf Y075 forged aluminum, with all of the othew
mechanlc 1l ecmponents in high-grade stesl. 4 gold-finished
trigger 1dds to the elegant appesrance. 411 of this ig qulte
atiraotlve, and production care is obvious. Iven g0, the pistol
has to ¢ mpete with 1ts contailner.
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Mad by Technoframes of Italy, the brush-finish aluminum
case 1s nmumbered Lo mateh the pistol. A magnetlc latch and
a key-1 ¢k sscure the l1id. At each bottom corner, there are
soft-po ymer pads. Inside, the plstol is centered In a top~
tray, n cely recessed. The tray also has protective feet,
and a8 b mper-strip surrounds it. No rattling. It 1ifbs
out eas ly.

In " he lower level there arse form-culb recesses for two
magazim s, the key to the case, a bore brush, and twelve
cartrid, es. Looking at this contalper brings to mind names
like Ro!ex and Rolls Royce. And, yes, thls particular
version of tlhe plstol does edge Inte the luxury class. The
suggest d reiall price goes a little past $900. For the
plstol :nd the cese, you pay for high quality.

Mosi readers will know the mechanleal features of the
orlgina. “Baby", but just in case: The F.S.A. .25, which
ls esser tiallly identical, is striker-fired and single action.
An indlcator emerges at the rear of the slide when the
atriker ls In cocked positlon. The operating bubton of the
mamual :af'etyr 13 at the front of the left grip, within easy
thumb-re¢ ach. Tie safety blocks the sear.

Whey the magazine ls removed, there is an autematlc
Internal safaty that also blocks the sear. Alas, just as
in Dieuc snne Saive's original deslgn, removal of this
11ttle ¢rominstion requlres the making of a different
wagazine catch aspring. On an FN version that I used to
carry, 1 did thls., You are advised to leave it alone.

For shose who want the numbers, the P.5.A. .25 1s
4,11 incies In length, 2,88 inches in height. Width 1s
0.875 of an inch, and that's through the grips, so it's
actually slinrmer. Barrel length 18 2.135 inches. Welght
ls 7.25 »unces with the aluminum frame, and 9.90 ounces
in steel, Magazlne capacilty 1s six rounds.

With the small size, tiny slghts, and room for only
one fingr on the frame, any serious target work would
be usele is. T used a two-hand hold at seven yards, and
the P.S5. .. .25 kept all rounds in the 8~inch black of a
Ghampiog target. One five-shot group measured Jjust over
four incies. The ammo was Czaech, Sellier & Bellot, the
reguler :ull-jacket load. No malfunctions.
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In additlon to the deluxe version that I tested, there
are reg ilar hot-blued all-steel pistols. At thils peint, I
don't kave 1he suggested retall figure for those, but I'm
sure 1t will be signifleantly less. For more information:
Preclsi n Spall Arms, Ine., P.O. Box 931, Aspen, CO 8161%2.
Phone: »70-380--5520. Internet: www.preclsionsmallarms.com.

o JBW =
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Photos

1 The P.2.A. "Baby" in the palm of an average hand.
2 The P.5.A. .25 and its origlnal ancestor, the FPN/Browning.

3 The P.85.A. .25 and two of lts ancestors, the PSP/Kassnar,

and the FN/Browning.
4 &5 The P.8,A. .85, left & right sides.
6 The P.S.A., .25, fleld-stripped.
T, 8 & Tie magnificent container, 1ltself a work of art.

10 The manuil safety 1s shown here 1n off-safe position.
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(The Br swning "Baby” peturns!)

Her s at tho start, a little history: In 1927, just a
yoar af ier the death of John Moses Browning, the dasign
departmint at Iabrigue Nationale in Belglum decided that
Somethi g smaller and neater was needed to replace thein
origina . ,25 Auto pistol. They wisely assigned the project

to Dlew onne 3Sszive, and the result was the FN/Browning "Babyd,

It ' as, Indesd, smaller, flatter, and more concealable.
And, 1t did awey with some of the urwanted featurea of bthe
earlier plstol, such as the grip safeby. The "Baby" was
made at FN firom 1931 to 1979, and then briefly (1979-1983 )
by MAB !n Bayonne, France. Tobal production was around

& half-nillion pistols.

Durlag World War Two, the "Baby™ was a favorite of the
gallant igﬁéﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂi in Nazl-occupied France. Much later, in
Vietnam, I've boan told it was a standard-issue kit item for
pilots. Otherwiss, along the way, ity small size and total
raliabiluty‘mada 1t popular as a deep-cover personal caprry
Plece. 'hile the .25 Auto cartridpe 1is defiﬂiteiy not a

major-pe er rourd, 1t has settled matters, many times.
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ALt the MAB firm went out of business, FN contracted
with Prcision Small Parts in Canada, and their subsidiary
in Char ottesville, Virginia, to produce the pistol. They
subsequ ntly ran into U.S. export problems. Petwesn 1985
and 199/, a small number of this production was sold to

EBI of larrliburg, Pennsylvania. Then, PSP closed its doors.

After the infamous U.S, law of 1968 banned importation
of handsuna of this size, the Bauer company of Fraser,
Michigar marhetsd a stalnless-steel version of the plstel
from 1972 to 1934, To avoid patent haasles, there were &
few inte »nal mechanical differences. $t111, it waas,
egsentls |1y, the "Baby", After the Bauer firm dissolved,
the actuil meker, the factory, continued to offer it for

a few yeirs &3 the "Fraser"., End of history lesson.

Not .ong after the PSP firm ceasad operations, their
assets W re purchased by Lenn Kristal and a group of
Investor . They didn't rush into production. Several
years we. .t by as they studled the design, adding a few
subtle r finements. Finally, in 2008, they founded
Procisiol Small Arms in Aapen, Colorado, and the "Baby®

was back in produetion.
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It pleased to be the first writer to actually try out
the nev P.5.A. .25 Auto, and I'm also pleased to report
that tl oy have cut no corners here. Through the meglc of
CNC macalning and dimensional control inspection technology,
everytl ing ls oxactly right. The over-all effect can only
be describel as "elegant™.  And, with all this, the pistol

18 almc:t wpebuged by its contalner,

The brushed-finish aluminum case 1s by Technoframes of
Ttaly, wmnd is & work of art. Little soft~polymer feet at
each oo mer prevent marring of your antique desk. The 1id
has bot . magnetic and key latches. When opened, there is
the pis 0l at center, in a soft-lined form-cut recess. Now,
1ift ou . the tep tray. It also has non-marring feet, and

& surro nding bumper-strip to prevent any rettling.

Beliw, all items neatly recessed, are spaces for two
magazines, a bore brush, the case key, and 12 cartrldge«
storlng nolei. My sample plstol is the "Featherwe ight™
version, with a frame of 7075 forged aluminum. T will
note her s thut other versions are available, including
original hot-blue finish, and presumably those will cost

somewhat les:z, On this one, the gold trigger is a nice touch.
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Cot pariiag the P.S.A. .25 directly with my original
FN/Brov ning "Baby", they're exactly the same. For those
who lile te have the numbers, the length is 4,11 inches,
height 2.88 lnches, and barrel length is 2.13 inches.
The ali ninun-~firame version welghs 7.25 ounces, and the
gteel-f rame 1s 9.70 ounces. Magarine capaclity is six

rounds .

In :ase sore reader may have joined us late, and 1is
not fam!liar with the original "Baby", some mechanical
detalls: The P.3.,A. .25 is single action, striker-fired.
When th striker Is cocked, a small indicator emerges at
the rea ' of the slide. The manual safety directly blocks
the sea , ani its operating button is convenlently located

at the ! ront of the left grip pansl.

As ' n ths criginal ¥N pistel, there is an automatic
interna! magizine- disconnect safety. When the magazine
is out, the pear is securely blocked, and 1t can't fire.
On any ¢ an that I mean td carry, I routinely remove these
ltems. However, in this design, 1t's necessary to then
meke a saparate and different magazine catch spring. Best

advice: Don't mess wlth it.
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Wish srall pilstols of this type, there is room on the
front- trar of the frame for only one finger of an average
hand, .nd the aights are very small. I have always thought
that a 1y formal, rested target work would be ridiculous. 4t
a disti nce of seven yards, with a twow-hand hold, will it
keep a1l hits in the S~inch black of a Champion VisiShot
target! In this ease, yes. I was using the regular 50«

graln Jload r'rom Sellier & Bellot, and funetioning was perfect.

The beautirul light-welght verslon shown here, In its
lmpresslve conuailner, ls in the luxury class. Suggested
retall srilce 1s in the $900-pius category. The regulap
blued virsicn, as noted earller, costs less. The P.S.A.
«25 Aut) 1a a marvelous re-creatlon of the FN/Browning

"Baby".  As always, high quality costs a 1ittle more.

- JBW -

Contact Data:

Frocisicn Small Arms, Ine.

P. 0. Bee 931

Aspen, CJ 8iéle Phénaz @70~390-5520

(1f phot #17 1n used): Tuff-Writer, Inc., 461 Catherine Ct.
Gllbert, AZ 85206  Phone: 480-329-6105
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Photo (by frame number)

2 Bick through history: Top - original FN/Browning "Baby*®.
Ne xt - Bausmp. Third - PSP. TLast ~ P,S.A. Foatherweight.

3 Sene, ¢ifferent format. From left - P.8.A., PSP, Bauer,
FN/Browning "Baby".

4 & 5 The P.S.A. .25 Auto, left & right sides,

€, 7&8 Tre elegant P.S.A. contalney.

9 The manial safety is shown here in on-safe position.
11 The P.3,.4, .25 Auto, fleld-stripped.

12 & 1 P.S.A. .25, both sides, different format.

16 Whe1 the striker is cocked, an Indlcator pin smergas
at the rear of the slids.

17 A giod carry combination - the P.S.A. .25 and the
Tuf '-Writer tactical pen.

19 The P.S.A. .25 in an avarage hand.



